
Empowering Women:  
Artisan Cooperatives That Transform Communities 

 

Santa Fe, NM (May 5, 2010)—A quiet revolution is taking place around the world 
led by women artisan cooperatives. Taking the initiative to collectively produce, 
manage, and market their crafts, they have enriched their lives and become 
powerful forces in their communities. On July 4, 2010 the Museum of 
International Folk Art inaugurates its’ “Gallery of Conscience,” a space dedicated 
to exploring contemporary issues affecting folk art production and consumption.  

Empowering Women: Artisan Cooperatives That Transform Communities kicks 
off the first annual International Folk Arts Week – a week of demonstrations, 
lectures, folk music, performances, and other programs held in conjunction with 
the Santa Fe International Folk Art Market running July 9 through July 11, 2010.   

Focusing on ten cooperatives that illustrate how the power of such grassroots 
collaborations transform women’s lives, the exhibit brings together first person 
quotes, stellar photos, and stunning examples of the cooperatives’ handmade 
traditional arts to tell stories of how women folk artists are working cooperatively 
to: 
 
•    Preserve and reinvigorate their traditional arts 
•    Generate steady livelihoods for their families 
•    Give back to their communities  
•    Become leaders in public life 
•    Overcome domestic violence 
•    Develop literacy programs for themselves and their children 
•    Heal the traumas of war 
•    Sustain their natural environments 
•    Save for the Future 
 
The featured cooperatives are drawn from three continents and ten countries 
including India, Nepal, Swaziland, South Africa, Rwanda, Kenya, Bolivia, Lao 
PDR, Peru and Morocco. Featured folk arts include embroidered story cloths, 
hand dyed sisal baskets, beaded neck collars, hand carded and dyed wool 
weavings, cultivated bromeliad bags, and folk paintings of village life. 
 

 “As the largest folk art museum in the world we have a responsibility to create a 
forum to discuss current issues that folk artists are facing around the world. This 
‘Gallery of Conscience’ will be devoted to the examination of issues that threaten 
the survival of the traditional arts, bringing them to the attention of our visitors,” 
says Marsha Bol, Director of the Museum of International Folk Art. “We intend to 
address, over the course of the next few years, such issues as: the ecological 
implications of the acquisition of materials used in producing folk arts, the impact 



of political conflict and war on folk arts, and various economic and social issues 
that threaten to disrupt folk arts. We will also exhibit examples of successful 
solutions to such circumstances.”  

There is a strong connection between this exhibition and the Santa Fe 
International Folk Art Market which has; “…always [been] a supporter of 
cooperatives, recognizing their power to bring both cultural and economic 
sustainability to communities,” said Folk Art Market Director Charlene Cerny, 
“Most of the cooperatives at the Market involve women.” 

When anthropologist Dr. Suzanne Seriff was asked to guest curate an exhibition 
on women’s artisan cooperatives at the Museum of International Folk Art she had 
a unique perspective as head of the Folk Art Market’s Selection Committee. 
Seriff was; “…struck by the large numbers of women's cooperatives applying to 
the Market, and their incredible stories how working collaboratively changed their 
lives. In this exhibition I wanted to bring some of these larger stories to the public, 
to give the women a chance to speak for themselves—in their own words about 
their work and their lives and how women all over the world are improving their 
lives, families and communities with the power of cooperatives." 
 

Nicholas Kristof recently wrote in the New York Times how these women’s 
artisan cooperatives are change agents in the developing world. One Moroccan 
woman teaches a village to read. An embroideress from Gujarat takes out a loan 
for the first time at the local bank. A Hutu woman from Rwanda works side by 
side with a Tutsi to make the peace baskets that are working to heal their war-
torn country. In Swaziland, the village women use profits from the sale of their 
handwoven sisal baskets to feed and educate the hundreds of children in their 
village orphaned from AIDS. In Bolivia, displaced Ayorean women learn to 
cultivate the bromiliad plants that were once native to their jungle habitat and 
from which they weave their native dress and hand dyed bags. Women artisans 
from all over the world are using the power of artisan cooperatives to reach new 
markets and transform their lives.  
 
Two representatives from each cooperative featured in the exhibit will participate 
in a full week of demonstrations, discussions, lectures, and artist-led exhibit tours 
beginning with a facilitated roundtable discussion with the curator during the 
opening on July 4, 2010 from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. The opening will be hosted by the 
Women’s Board of the Museum of New Mexico from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 

Empowering Women: Artisan Cooperatives That Transform Communities runs 
July 4, 2010 through January 2, 2011. High resolution exhibition images may be 
downloaded from the media center. 
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The Museum of International Folk Art houses the world’s largest collection of 
international folk art, with the ongoing exhibition Multiple Visions: A Common 
Bond in the Girard Wing. Changing and traveling exhibitions are offered in the 
Bartlett Wing and exhibitions highlighting textiles are featured the Neutrogena 
Wing.  Lloyd’s Treasure Chest offers visitors interactive displays about 
collections and how museums care for collections.   
 
The Museum of International Folk Art is a Division of the New Mexico 
Department of Cultural Affairs. 

 

Information for the Public 

Location: The Museum of International Folk Art is located on Museum Hill™, 
Camino Lejo off Old Santa Fe Trail. 

Contact: 505-476-1200 or www.internationalfolkart.org. 

Days/Times: Memorial Day through Labor Day, Monday through Sunday, 10:00 
A.M.-5:00 P.M.  After Labor Day the Museum is closed on Mondays. 

Admission:  

Sundays: New Mexico residents with ID are admitted free. 
Students with ID receive a one-dollar discount.  
Wednesdays: New Mexico resident seniors (60+) with ID are free. 
 
Adult single-museum admission is $6 for New Mexico residents, $9 for 
nonresidents; OR $15.00 one-day, two-museums of your choice (Museum of 
Indian Arts & Culture, Museum of International Folk Art, New Mexico Museum of 
Art, and Palace of the Governors/New Mexico History Museum) OR $20.00 four-
day pass to five museums (includes all 4 listed above and the Museum of 
Spanish Colonial Art). Youth 16 and under and Foundation Members always 
free. NM Veterans with 50% or greater disability free. 



 
Field Trips There is no charge for educational groups attending the museum 
with their instructor and/or adult chaperones. Contact the Tours office by phone 
at (505) 476-1140 or (505) 476-1211 to arrange class/group visits to the 
Museum. 

 

Direct flights between Santa Fe, Dallas/Fort Worth, and Los Angeles are now 
available on American Eagle. 

 

 

 

 


